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Other ramifications of the Taft family are not so well known. They spread out like Hapsburgs or white mice. Suppose we start two generations back. Taft's paternal grandfather, Alphonso, a Vermonter, was secretary of war and attorney general under Grant, and minister to both Austria and the Russia of the Czars.4 One uncle, by name Louis More (brother of -the arch-Tory essayist Paul Elmer More), was dean of the Graduate School of the University of Cincinnati. Another, Horace, founded the Taft school for boys in Watertown, Connecticut, and was its headmaster for many years. Another, 'Charles Phelps Taft, is the source of most of the contemporary wealth of the family; he married an heiress named Annie Sinton, bought up large amounts of Cincinnati real estate, became a traction magnate, and built the Cincinnati Times-Star into a markedly lucrative and influential property. Bob Taft married Martha Bowers. One of her distant forebears is Jonathan Edwards, the theologian; a great-great-grandfather was Timothy Dwight, president of Yale; her grandfather (born in Ireland) was chief justice of Minnesota and her father, Lloyd Bowers, was solicitor general of the United States under William Howard Taft. Bob's brother, Charles, is a well-known public figure in his own right, his sister (Dr. Helen Taft Manning) is a professor of history at Bryn Mawr, and his cousin, Hulbert Taft, is publisher of the Times-Star.
The brightest star in the family is a lady, Bob's wife Martha. His debt to her is beyond compass. She is not only one of the most delightful women alive: politically she is indefatigable and indispensable. She is a much more accomplished speaker than her husband, and has assisted in all his campaigns. Once, going to a political rally, her car skidded as she swerved sharply to avoid a dog; the car turned over three times, but she miraculously escaped injury. She proceeded to the meeting, and said imperturbably, "Well, anyway, this ought to get us the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals vote." Once, before an audience of coal miners, her opponent boasted that he was just an ordinary, humble man. Mrs. Taft's response was instantaneous: "My husband is not a simple man. He did not start from humble beginnings. He is a very brilliant man. . . . Isn't that what you prefer ?" After Taft's first run for the Senate, one Ohio newspaper headlined the event simply, BOB AND
MARTHA  WIN.
The Taft family lived originally in a heavy, lawn-surrounded stone house built by Alphonso in Cincinnati. Here Bob played as a child with his father (who weighed 312 pounds) and his delicate, beautiful mother who was a school teacher named Nellie H err on and who was called "Fascinating Nellie." Today, when not in Washington, the Tafts live
4 Sources for this genealogical material are mainly an article in Time (January 29, 1940), an article in PM by Alexander H. Uhl, October 4, 1942, and "Taft and Taft," by Joseph Alsop and Robert Kintner, Life, March 18, 1940.